Listing of Claims : 



Claims 1-10 (canceled). 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method for protecting a vehicle occupant in the occurrence 
of a potentially dangerous situation, comprising: 

continuously monitoring a value of the loss of a tire pressure of at least one tire of the 
vehicle; and 

triggering activation of at least one system that is assigned to a seat of the vehicle 
occupant and is configured to be reversibly activated, if the value of the loss of the tire 
pressure of at least one tire exceeds a threshold value, wherein exceeding of the threshold 
value corresponds to a sudden pressure loss occurring in a tire blowout. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in Claim 11, wherein the system is a 
belt tensioner configured to be reversibly activated for fixing the vehicle occupant to the seat 
of the vehicle occupant. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in Claim 11, wherein if activation of 
the system is triggered, an existence of an imminent possibility of an accident is assumed and 
an appropriate information is transmitted to at least one triggering unit for adjusting a 
triggering threshold for triggering at least one restraint device. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in Claim 12, wherein if activation of 
the system is triggered, an existence of an imminent possibility of an accident is assumed and 
an appropriate information is transmitted to at least one triggering unit for adjusting a 
triggering threshold for triggering at least one restraint device. 
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15. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in Claim 13, wherein the appropriate 
information is fed into a vehicle information network and is made available to a plurality of 
triggering units for adjusting at least one of parameters and triggering thresholds for 
triggering a plurality of restraint devices. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in Claim 14, wherein the appropriate 
information is fed into a vehicle information network and is made available to a plurality of 
triggering units for adjusting at least one of parameters and triggering thresholds for 
triggering a plurality of restraint devices. 

17. (Previously Presented) A system for protecting a vehicle occupant in the occurrence 
of a potentially dangerous situation, comprising: 

at least one system that is assigned to a seat of the vehicle occupant and is configured 
to be reversibly activated; 

a pressure sensor for monitoring a pressure of at least one tire; 

an analysis unit for analyzing the pressure of the at least one tire to determine whether 
a value of a loss of the pressure of the at least one tire exceeds a threshold value; and 

a triggering control unit for triggering activation of the at least one system that is 
assigned to the seat of the vehicle occupant and is configured to be reversibly activated, if the 
value of the loss of the tire pressure of the at least one tire exceeds the threshold value, 
wherein exceeding of the threshold value corresponds to a sudden pressure loss occurring in a 
tire blowout. 

18. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in Claim 17, wherein the triggering 
control unit activates a tensioning mechanism of a reversible belt tensioning system. 



NY01 1479642 vl 



3 



19. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in Claim 17, further comprising a crash 
evaluation circuit, wherein a signal indicating the exceeding of the threshold value is sent to 
the crash evaluation circuit for use as a parameter indicating an existence of imminent 
possibility of an accident. 

20. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in Claim 1 8, further comprising a crash 
evaluation circuit, wherein a signal indicating the exceeding of the threshold value is sent to 
the crash evaluation circuit for use as a parameter indicating an existence of imminent 
possibility of an accident. 

21. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in Claim 17, wherein a signal indicating 
the exceeding of the threshold value is fed into a vehicle information network. 



22. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in Claim 18, wherein a signal 

indicating the exceeding of the threshold value is fed into a vehicle information network. 



23. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in Claim 19, wherein a signal indicating 
the exceeding of the threshold value is fed into a vehicle information network. 
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